MY ORIGAMI NEIGHBORHOOD               Carolyn Brooks
Objectives:
· Students will be made aware of the Japanese art of origami, origins and vocabulary
· Students will learn to use origami to fold a simple house
· Students will create a neighborhood of origami houses
· Students will be introduced to simple perspective in the forms of overlapping and size variation.
Materials:

Sky blue 12 x 18 construction paper
Dark gray strips of construction paper, 3 x 18 inches and 1.5 x 18 inches.
White copy paper -8 1/2 X 11

photo or sample of a completed origami house

markers

crayons
Glue

Scissors

Directions:
Day One
Teach students to fold a simple origami house.

1. Hold the paper lengthwise. Fold it up in half horizontally. Follow the diagrams.
2. Lightly crease the middle and open again. Now fold the paper in half lengthwise. Leave it folded.

3. Holding the paper the long way, bring the left edge to the middle.  Crease the fold. Repeat with the right edge.

4. Pull the fold center corners down so that each top fold lies against the side fold. It will look like a western shirt collar. Crease the diagonal folds. 

5. Re-open to the shape of step 2 (the rectangle with the fold lines.) You will see a triangle at the top. Push the triangles at the top to the inside. Open the ends to make a triangular “gable” at each end. Fold the front flap of the “gable” to the center line. Now the folded form will look like a f lat house with wings that can be opened to show a front door, roof line, and garden plants which you will draw. The ends, too, can be decorated.  

6. Use felt markers or crayons to draw the door, windows, roof, garden flowers, and so on. Add a house number, mail slot and other details.

Watch a video of an origami house being made:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QAT15ZbCAdw
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DAY TWO

1. Students will create an “environment” for their origami house.  Glue two strips of gray construction paper onto your blue paper, the 3 inch one near the bottom and the 1.5 inch one across the middle of your blue paper.  Place your house above the larger road.  
2. The roof of the house will likely overlap the second road, but you will still be able to see it.  The student will discover perspective in the form of overlapping and size variation.

3. Create a yard, flower beds, driveway, etc.  Fold a smaller house for a garage if you like.  Use yellow or white crayons to create road markings.  Use scrap paper to make cars, trucks, bicycles riding on the road.  Ideas are endless…garbage trucks, mail trucks, fire engines, school buses.
To display

It’s fun to display the children’s work going down the hallway side by side.  It looks like the road is endless and the neighborhood goes on and on.

CONNECTIONS: 
Houses come in all shapes, sizes, colors and textures. Look carefully at houses in your neighborhood.  Notice the different materials used to make them.  Do they have different kinds of roofs?  Are the shapes of doors and windows all the same?  Can you find rectangles?  Circles?  Half circles?  Triangles?  Which is your favorite house on the block? 
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Slideshow demonstrating a different house fold:

http://www.wonderhowto.com/how-to-origami-house-japanese-style-216358/view/
[image: image3.png]L

|© Fold in half to make
a crease and fold back

@ Fold in half Fold to meet the @
center | ine and fold back

m HLRE




 
