http://pbskids.org/historydetectives/parentsteachers/lesson_2.html
It's Not Conjecture, Look! It's Architecture! 

Grades: 3-6

Subject: Language Arts/History/Math/Technology/Art

Estimated Time of Completion: five to six 30-minute class sessions 

Summary

Architecture or building design can provide much information about history. The shape of the roof, type of windows, and the façade of the house are important details in relating architecture to a period of time. Dating from prehistoric times, architecture is one of the oldest art forms, and this lesson strengthens that concept. Students enhance their language arts skills by identifying and sequencing details. The visual practice with architecture encourages students to develop investigative skills that will improve their knowledge of history. After finishing this lesson, students will use their newly acquired skills to play "How Old is This House" at the History Detective Kids site. 

Objectives

· Students will make links to their own heritage. 

· Students will participate and work as a team. 

· Students will become aware of architecture as both an indicator of time period and culture. 

· Students will draw conclusions and make predictions based on architectural design. 

· Students will study architecture and record observations to acquire knowledge, organize thinking, and sequence time periods to enhance historical thinking. 

· Students will use architectural vocabulary. 

Materials Needed

· History Detectives site, Codebreaker, and print-outs of the History Detectives notebook 

· Computer with Internet access with a presentation device or available computers for groups of students and Internet access to the History Detectives Kids site. 

· Crayons or markers, and pencil 

· Student Handouts (Download PDF): Architectural Styles (64kb). Pictures of architecture of different time periods. 

Procedure

1. (Class 1) Show a picture of any house (possibly a local house) to the class and ask students to comment on the location of the house, its owners, and its age. Challenge students to become history detectives and track down some of their town's history. Elicit responses like examining architecture, identifying deeds, and interviewing past owners. 

2. First, examine architecture as a reflection of the community. Brainstorm how architectural design reflects historical time periods. (Age of architecture, materials, affluence, climate, etc.) 

3. (Class 2) Have students discuss examples of older architecture in their own school and/or town. Have them brainstorm clues that reveal if the structure is an older or newer one (materials, architecture). 

4. The teacher will provide a sampling of background knowledge about architecture styles appropriate to the grade and level. Provide some explanations of how pioneers built their houses and the materials they used, compared to modern day construction. 

5. The teacher should create student teams with four in each team. The teams will be told that they are teams of historical experts that are skilled in identifying architectural design. The students will work together, use investigative strategies, utilize resources in a media or computer center, problem-solve, and will sequence examples of architecture that have been mixed up. 

6. The teacher will explain that the students will utilize the History Detectives notebook fact sheet (printable from the History Detectives Kids site) to record their clues, evidence, and conclusions as they research the architecture. 

7. Students will use clues to lead and locate other clues, and eventually find the solution to their historical time period of the architecture. If the specialized architectural vocabulary is a problem, direct students to the Codebreaker at the History Detectives Kids site. 

8. You can ensure that each student will have equal opportunity to add their comments by giving two to four pennies to each of the team's four students. As each comment, they spend their penny and have to place their penny in the middle of the table. They have to wait to comment until all other pennies have been spent. When all of their pennies are in the middle of the table, pennies are to be redistributed and comments can begin again. This distributes student responsibility. 

9. Print, mix up, and distribute the seven suggested photographs to each of the different teams for sequencing. (However, a teacher may want to substitute their own photographs of actual structures from the students' local neighborhoods.) Students will use the notebook and the lingo section of the History Detectives Codebreaker to help with their architecture vocabulary and to organize notes on each particular house style. Explain that good detectives have to take notes and research. Explain how one lead will lead to another and by keeping good records, thoughts will be organized. It will make drawing conclusions easier. 

10. Suggested architecture to print, make transparencies, or show from a presentation device: 

· A pyramid from PBS's Nova, The Inside Story - Pyramid (2589-2566 B.C.) 

· A Colonial house pictured on Architectural Styles of America: Colonial Styles 

· A Federal style architectural style pictured on Architectural Styles of America: Federal Styles 

· An Italianate style ornate house (1850 - 1880) pictured on: Architectural Styles of America: Italianate 

· Queen Ann period style architecture from 1880 - 1910 shown at: Architectural Styles of America: Queen Anne 

· Colonial Revival period style architecture from 1910 - 1940 shown at Architectural Styles of America: Colonial Revival 

11. Have students try to reach a consensus about the sequence of the architecture in the photos. Before sequencing, share the date (architectural periods) categories with the students. 

12. (Class 3) Ask students if they think room size would indicate the age of the house. 

13. Have students illustrate a house style used from certain time periods. Students should share their illustration or technique with the other students in the class. 

14. Go to History Detectives Kids site and explore the "How Old is This House" game to utilize newly acquired architecture knowledge. 

15. (Class 4) After the students have had a chance to play "How Old is This House," you may want to take a walking tour of the neighborhood to give students a chance to practice identifying local architecture. Visit the lesson plans on "Planning a Field Trip" and the "Home Sweet Home" lesson plan from the History Detectives grown up site (adapt to your grade level) for planning a successful local neighborhood walking tour. 

Classroom Rubric for Assessment 

1. Students can recognize that architecture can be tied to historical periods. 

2. Students can sequence architecture oldest to newest. 

3. Students can articulate an understanding of investigative techniques to determining architectural periods. 

	Drawing
	Fantastic Architect!
	Architect in Training 
	Beginning Architect

	Overall neatness! 
	House is neatly drawn, lines straight, and any mistakes have been erased well!
	House is drawn with attempts to make lines straight, and attempts to correct mistakes.
	House is drawn but needs work. 

	Appears to fit in an architectural style and period.
	Has at least two identifying architectural characteristics to be tied to a specific period or time.
	Has at least one identifying architectural characteristic to be tied to a specific period or time.
	Has no identifying architectural characteristic to be tied to a specific period or time. 

	Apparent attention to detail
	Doors, shutters, roofs, and shape of house all indicate a knowledge of architecture and how it relates to an historical time.
	Doors, shutters, roofs, and shape of house indicate some knowledge of architecture and how it relates to an historical time.
	Lack of architectural understanding demonstrated in drawings of doors, shutters, roofs, and other exterior features.


Extensions and Adaptations 

· Encourage students to identify types of architecture in their own community. Have students take pictures of local architecture, name it and its characteristics, and have them display these for the class. Organize a walking tour of architecture in your town. Have students take a point on the tour to research and to describe it when it is reached. Some classes could possibly move to the "Home Sweet Home" lesson at the Grown Up History Detective site. 

· Have students compare and contrast different household items that might be found in different time periods of history as compared to our homes today. Example: the pioneer house would not have electric lights, television, or dishwasher while a modern house would. 

· List materials that have been used in outside structures throughout the ages. 

· Compare and contrast people and their cultures and how these are reflected in their structures. 

· Invite a local architect or a building engineer to come and talk with students. 

· Solve word math problems that might be a part of building a house. 

· Have older students draw a floor plan for the building. Using math skills, have students figure the perimeter and area. 

· If floor plans are available, introduce students to house plans and have them design a house. Have students investigate the skills and knowledge necessary to become an architecture or building engineer. 

· Have students write imaginative stories describing what life was like for the people of these houses in the different time periods. Have students divide up in groups and provide them a time period to research. 

· Have students make time lines with historical events and place the pictures of the houses along the correct historical spot. 

Standards 

STANDARDS FROM MCREL STANDARDS 

Language Arts 

· Demonstrates competence in the general skills and strategies of the writing process 

· Gathers and uses information for research purposes 

· Demonstrates competence in the general skills and strategies of the reading process 

· Demonstrates competence in the general skills and strategies for reading a variety of informational texts 

· Uses viewing skills and strategies to understand and interpret visual media 

History

· Understands family life now and in the past, and family life in various places long ago 

· Understands and knows how to analyze chronological relationships and patterns 

· Understands the historical perspective 

Art

· Understands connections among the various art forms and other disciplines 

