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Title:  "Craft Straw Structures" 
Grades:  K-5 

MATERIALS: 
matboard rectangles (various sizes approx. 4"-6" x 6"-9") 
craft straws 
scissors 
glue 

OBJECTIVES:  Students will... 
create sculpture with craft straws. 
make structurally sound sculptures. 
use various folding, curling, and extending techniques. 

DISCUSSION: 
Every architect must think about how strong and sturdy a building must be so that it will be safe and not fall down.  Today you will build a structure using paper straws.  A structure is something with parts that are put together in such a way that they make the whole thing strong.  You must think like an architect and try to make your structure beautiful and interesting, but also safe and sturdy. 

ACTIVITY: 
Each student receives a matboard base and about seven straws.  First, a support structure must be built.  Bend a little "foot" on each end of a straw.  Glue one foot down to the base.  Bend the straw into desired shape, and glue the other foot to the base.  Add other straws by gluing them to this support structure and/or to each other.  Curl (around a crayon, pencil, or finger), fan-fold, etc. to create interesting shapes.  Crease one end of a straw lengthwise and fit it into another straw to extend. Add a drop of glue to hold together.  Two straws can be joined at an angle by snipping the end of one straw lengthwise and folding back little "wings".  Put a drop of glue on the wings and wrap around the other straw.  Wherever two straws touch, add a drop of glue to reinforce. 

VOCABULARY: structure, fold, curl, extend 

Draw a plan view and more than one elevation on blue paper. Transfer the plan view to the mat board and build on top of the plan view. The sides should resemble the elevation drawings.
